


METABOLIC RIFTS I is the first of a series 
of events organized by PROSPECTIONS 
for Art, Education and Knowledge 
Production, a roving assembly for visual 
and performing arts research mobilized 
by Alexandra Balona and Sofia Lemos. 
Through a programme of discursive 
gatherings, displays, performances,  
and publications, PROSPECTIONS seeks 
to unearth designated methodologies in 
order to re-focus attention on research  
as an engaged, open-ended and dialogical 
encounter, while favouring assemblary 
formats, combining theory and practice  
and inviting inter-disciplinary collaboration 
to investigate narrative plots and present 
day struggles at the double origin and 
fiction of the self.

Modern and contemporary planetary 
positions have inscribed the subject in a 
fractured present of financial governance 
and climatic disarray—both in its roots  
to an “enlightened” past and future routes 
to extinction. In the current global era, 
politics, law, and international economy 
continue to consolidate intractable relations  
that define intentions and affectabilities, 
while securing the distinction between 
particular subjects and objects. What 
schisms and obvious contradictions 
operate at these narrative boundaries?  
In what ways can one address contemporary 
urgencies and protocols of representation 
where subject matter is confounded? 

Visual and performing arts carve out 
spaces from where to contest normative 
foundations and conceive legibility 
for matters of inequity, prejudice and 
negligence. While artistic practice 
bears witness to such relations, it also 
addresses their complex entanglements, 

METABOLIC RIFTS I
14 October 2017
Auditorium, Serralves Museum

2.30 pm Opening Statement

3.00 pm Ana Vujanović,  
Transindividuality in Contemporary  
Dance and Performance

4.00 pm Ana Teixeira Pinto, Alien 
Economies
 
5.00 –5.30 pm Coffee Break
 
5.30 pm Brenna Bhandar, Racial  
Regimes of Ownership: Law, Colonialism  
and the Violence of Abstraction

6.30 pm Nikita Dhawan, The Subaltern 
and the Intellectual: Ethico-Political 
Imperatives

7.30 pm Roundtable discussion 
moderated by Alexandra Balona  
and Sofia Lemos

8.30 pm Closing remarks

Simultaneous translation 
[English–Portuguese / Portuguese–English]
Headphones available in the Auditorium Hall

Brenna Bhandar
Racial Regimes of Ownership: Law, 
Colonialism and the Violence of Abstraction

The co-eval development of forms 
of measurement of value in property 
and labour can be traced through two 
very different conjunctures. One is the 
creation of registries for both land title 
and life insurance, which erupted in 
different colonial sites in the year 1858. 
The second conjuncture is encapsulated 
in two paintings by J. M. W. Turner, 
Slavers Throwing Overboard the Dead 
and Dying – Typhoon Coming On (1840)  
and A Disaster at Sea (1835). Both 
shipwrecks expose the temporal 
complexities of the propertisation of 
human life in different forms of unfree 
labour, and the ways in which modern 
methods of measurement and their 
representation in legal forms work 
to conceal violence premised on the 
subordination and exploitation of racial 
and gendered subjects.
 

Brenna Bhandar is Senior Lecturer in Law at 
SOAS, University of London. Her forthcoming 
monograph, Colonial Lives of Property: Law, 
Land, and Racial Regimes of Ownership (2018) 
explores how modern laws of property have been 
articulated in conjunction with racial subjectivity 
in the colonial contexts of Australia, Canada 
and Palestine. She is also co-editor of Plastic 
Materialities: Legality, Politics and Metamorphosis 
in the work of Catherine Malabou (2015), with 
Jonathan Goldberg-Hiller.

Nikita Dhawan
The Subaltern and the Intellectual:  
Ethico-Political Imperatives

One of the most challenging questions 
for critical social and political theory is: 
Why do nonhegemonic groups consent 
to their own subjugation and accept 
their disenfranchisement as inevitable? 
Dhawan’s contribution will focus on 
how the construction of international 
civil society actors as “givers” and the 
subalterns as “receivers” of help and 
solidarity results in the transnational elites  
monopolizing agency and emerging as  
ethical subjects in the name of doing good. 
Desubalternization, Dhawan argues,  
requires a global redistribution of intellectual  
labour, so that the discontinuity between 
the subaltern and the intellectual may  
be undone.

Nikita Dhawan is Professor of Political Science 
and Director of the Research Platform Gender 
Studies: “Identities – Discourses – Transformations” 
at the University of Innsbruck, Austria. Her 
monograph Impossible Speech: On the Politics 
of Silence and Violence (2007) explores the 
philosophy and politics of silence from a 
transcultural perspective. Among others, she is also 
editor of Decolonizing Enlightenment: Transnational 
Justice, Human Rights and Democracy in a 
Postcolonial World (2014) and Difference that 
makes no Difference: he Non-Performativity of 
Intersectionality and Diversity (2017).

Ana Teixeira Pinto
Alien Economies 

When it first emerged, “nostalgia” was 
described as a medical condition. The term 
was coined in 1688 by the Swiss physician 
Johannes Hofer, who tended to soldiers 
suffering from a mysterious ailment: a 
virulent homesickness, whose symptoms 
included high fever, stomach ache, and 
fainting spells. The condition later spread 
to proletarianised peasants who, forced 
into factory work, pined for their ancestral 
lifestyles. In 2003, Australian philosopher 
Glenn Albrecht, identified another form 
of displacement-related psychic distress, 
and named it “solastalgia.” Much like 
nostalgia, solastalgia hinges on a sense of 
alienation from one’s own environment. 
But whereas nostalgia relates to the 
uprooting of an individual, sufferers of 
solastalgia typically stay put—it’s their 
environment that gradually disappears.

Ana Teixeira Pinto is writer and cultural theorist. 
She is a lecturer at Universität der Künste, Berlin,  
and a research fellow at Leuphana University, 
Lüneburg. Her writings have appeared in 
publications such as e-flux journal, art-agenda, 
Mousse, Frieze/de, Domus, Inaethetics, 
Manifesta Journal, or Texte zur Kunst. She is  
the editor of The Reluctant Narrator (2014)  
and has recently contributed to Alleys of Your 
Mind: Augmented Intelligence and its Traumas 
(ed. Matteo Pasquinelli, 2015) and Nervöse 
Systeme (ed. Anselm Franke, Stephanie Hankey 
and Marek Tuszynski, 2016).

Ana Vujanović
The Transindividuality in Contemporary 
Dance and Performance

In this lecture, Vujanović will discuss  
the notion of “the transindividual” as a  
possible horizon for thinking the relationship  
between the common and the singular. 
Several dance and performance works 
become her points of departure in 
identifying and unpacking artistic strategies  
that compose that in-between space.  
Relating to Vujanovic’s long-term experiment  
in social dramaturgy, wherein she activates  
various concepts, tools and knowledge 
from performing arts in analyzing  
social processes and configurations, 
transindividuality compels a wider 
reflection about neoliberal subjectivity 
and its ways of performing the self.

Ana Vujanović is a cultural worker in the fields 
of contemporary performing arts and culture. 
She lectures at HZT Berlin and is a team 
member and mentor at the School for New 
Dance Development, Amsterdam. She is part of 
the editorial collective of TkH [Walking Theory] 
and editor of the TkH Journal for Performing 
Arts Theory. Vujanović is the author of four 
books on the crossovers between performance 
and politics. She is also co-author of Public 
Sphere by Performance (2012/2015) with  
Bojana Cvejić, and co-editor of A Live Gathering: 
Performance and Politics (2018) with Livia 
Andrea Piazza.

proposing a forum for discussing their  
eroding histories and coming perspectives.  
By investigating the ruptures in the 
metabolism of the Earth systems, 
built around how the logic of capitalist 
accumulation and neoliberal reasoning 
severs its basic operations of renewal, 
this programme encourages multifarious 
approaches to planetary phenomena. 
Hosted by the Serralves Museum, the 
first assembly invites its participants to 
unpack asymmetries in property law, 
human rights, environmental economy, 
as well as processes of singularity and 
commoning.

METABOLIC RIFTS I is also associated 
with the presentation of two performances 
PRIVATE: Wear a mask when you talk 
to me (2016) and Private Song (2017, 
national premier) by Alexandra Bachzetsis, 
curated by Serralves Museum Performing 
Arts Service, respectively on October 12 
at 9.30 pm in Serralves Auditorium, and 
on October 13 at 9.00 pm at São João 
National Theatre.
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