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On Art as Planetary Metabolism




            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    Addressing art’s metabolic condition, Michael Marder rereads Marx’s formulation of a “metabolic rift” to propose the concept of a metabolic halt. The rift is premised on the hypothesis that  early capitalist modes of production would result in a rift, not only in social systems, but also in the planet’s dynamic interchange with cultural and technological apparatuses. According to Marder, this halt derives from the increase of unmetabolised and indecomposable material and immaterial entities that block and inhibit processes, transferences and changes, which, ultimately, tend towards a traumatic psychic, bodily, environmental and planetary clogging. Marder will further discuss contemporary art’s role in metabolising the unmetabolisable, preparing a theory and practice for art as planetary metabolism.




            

                

            
            
            
                    
            
                    Michael Marder is Ikerbasque Research Professor in the Department of Philosophy at the University of the Basque Country, Vitoria-Gasteiz. Marder has taught at universities in the US and in Canada, in addition to having held visiting professorships worldwide. His writings span the fields of phenomenology, political thought, and environmental philosophy. He is the author of numerous scientific articles and thirteen monographs, including The Philosopher’s Plant: An Intellectual Herbarium (2014), Pyropolitics: When the World Is Ablaze (2015), Dust (2016), Energy Dreams (2017), and Political Categories (2018).




            

                

                

            













